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I SAM. XII. 25. 


Bur if ye ſball ill do wickedly, ye ſhall 
be conſumed, both ye and your King. 


HAT Righteouſneſs exalteth a Nation, 

and Sin is the Deſtruction of a People, 
was the Obſervation of the wiſe Solomon. 
What he ſays concerning this Matter from 
his own Knowledge, as well as by the 
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their own Experience, and partly from the 


Relations and T eſtimony of former Ages. 
eſpecially the Roman Hiſtorians obſerve, that the flouriſhing 


Eſtate or Declenſion of their Kingdoms and Commonwealths 


depended upon the Goodneſs or Wickedneſs of the People: 


That when their Virtues were bright and eminent, , and they 
liv'd up to the Rules of Temperance and. Sobriety ,, then 
their Undertakings and Attempts were crown'd with Succeſs; 
and all their Affairs, as well Foreign as Domeſtick, proceed- 
ed in an orderly and regular Courſe, without any conſiderable 
Lett or Interruption. But when their Virtues began to dwindle 


and decay, and were ſucceeded by ſuch Vices as rendered them 
| „„ 2 odious 


Inſpiration of God, isabundantly confirmed 
to us by Heathen Hiſtorians ; partly from 


The Greek, and 
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\ \ odious to God, and intolerable to Men; 3 chey had cor- 
* rupted themſelves with Luſt, Pride, Avarioe, Ambion and 
Cruelty, had warp'd and wreſted the Laws 0 other Semfſrs 
than the Legiflazors intended by chem, and had ute dege- 
verated from the primitive Simplicity and rigorous Virrve of 
their Anceſtors; Co their Luſtre and Glory began 29 be 
- Cloudedandeclips'd; Affairs were govera'd by ding af Hamer, 
or by Bribery and Corruption ; their Authority and Repu- 
tation abroad became little and contemptible, and their Peace 
at Home was broken and diſturb'd by inteſtine Broils, Parties 
and Factions. And no wonder at all that it ſhould be fo, 
ſince they had arriv'd to fuch a Height ef Sin as to hate all 
Goodneſs, and. to doat upon Impiety ; they did not barely 
practiſe evil Works chemſelves, bur [i © took Delight in 
thoſe chat did the ſame. The Conſequence of which was this, 
that when fuch Men got into Power, they advancd Oreatures 
of their own Kidney and Complexion, and kept low or de- 
ſtroy'd ſuch as were adorn'd with the Virtues of Probity and 
Uprightneſs. This God, in his wiſe Providence, often per- 
mitted them to do, for the Puniſhment of ſuch profligate 
Wickedneſs. And indeed, the Removal of good Men from 
the Helm of Government, is one of The greateſt. political 
Curſes char ear fal upon a Nation. When Virtue is gone, 
And has nothing to M. in the Adminiſtration of Affairs, then 
comes on in a Train, Diviſion, Diſorder and Confuſon, as 
ſo many natural Conſequences of corrupt Luſts and Paſſions. 
But beyond this, if People ſtill continue to do wickedly, 
God either deſtroys them and their Rulers by a foreign Power, 
or by Famine or Peſtilence, and the like; or elſe leaves them 
under the entire Influence of their own baſe and deſperate In- 
clinations, which puſh them on from one Extravagance to 
another, till they have overturn'd and trampled upon all 
Power and Authority; the Iſſue of which will be, that every 
Man's Sword will be turn'd againſt his F e until my 
Fave deſtroy'd each other. | | 
From theſe Words I will take Geenen to ſhew: 


I. That 


Halle of Lonps, Jun. JO. 


* That Virtue and Goodieſs f is he only firm Foundation 
and ſecure Eſtabliſhment of the Proſperity of a Nation, or 
the beſt Prefervative of a Ring and People. 


II. That one Sin or raahekon is never the Caufe of 
4 Nation's Deſtruction; OY 


TEE Thar tis the Meperk hin of the ſame. or ſeveral Sins; 
and x Continuance and Obſtinacy 1 in chem, chat cauſes che 
| Rum of a Nation. 


And Laſtly, T mall add ne ſuitable to the ſad 
and deplorable Occaſion of this Day' 8 Solemnity. 


I. That Virtue is be only ſecure Bottom upon which 
td eſtabliſh the Safety and Proſperity of a King and People, 
will appear, whether we confider them with refpecÞ th to one 
another, or with reference to other Nations. ci 


Nr With reſpect to each other: When Kings or - other 
Rulers 'of what kind ſoever, don't barely profeſs, but*like- 
wiſe practiſe Religion; and by ſo doing ſhew themſelves, 
true Patterns and Examples of Piety; when they with ſtrict \ 
obſervance perform the ſeveral Engagements they made, 
and fulfff the ſolemn Oaths which they took either volun- 
tarily or by force of the Laws of their Country; when 
they give all diligence © to acquaint themſelves with their 
own Puty as Governors, and the Temper of the People 
whom they are to govern; when they make the publick 
Good their conftaur Aim, and cauſe all other Intereſts and 
Deſigns to truckle and ſubmir to this; when they make 
ſound wholſome Laws, and adminiſter Juſtice according to 
them, without fear, favour, or reſpe& of Perſons ; when 
they protect and reward the Good, and execute Puniſhment 
upon wicked and ungodly Wretches; and laſtly, when they 
ſecure to every. rank and degree of Men, their juſt Rights, 


Liberties 
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Liberties and Privileges, without 


not under the infatuation of Sin, will pay them a ſincere 


Tyrants; and they willnever dread the power of the Sword, but 
when they have committed Crimes moſt worthy of Pu- 
niſhment. Ariſtotle in his Book of Politicks delivers it as 
a Rule; That if Kings or other Rulers deſign to be beloved 
by their Subjects, they muſt fear God, and protect their People. 
And he further adds, that when Men in Power and Authority 
are ſuch, Subjects dread no harm from their Superiors, and are 
the more,umwilling to contrive their ruin; becauſe they apprehend 
that God is in a League and Confederacy with them, to ſupport 
them againſt all unjuſt and traiterous Dejigns. By Righteouſneſs 
therefore the Throne is eſtabliſh'd, and they ſit moſt firmly and 
ſecurely there, who have Virtue for their Guard and Protection. 
What advances and preſerves, the Supreme Magiſtrate, is 
likewiſe the Advantage and Safeguard: of the Subject. When 
a People worſhip the Lord in the Beauty of Holineſs, or 
at leaſt according to that Light which the divine Provi- 
dence has been pleaſed to diſpenſe to them; when they 
live in Subjection to. thoſe; that are in Power, and in Love 
and Peace with their Fellow- ſubjects; when they prefer the 
common and publick Good before any petty and private 
Intereſt of their own, and ſtudy to do their own pro- 
per Buſineſs, and follow their own Vocation, without inter- 
meddling with, or thruſting themſelves into other Mens con- 
cerns; in a Word, when they let Religion have its due influ- 
ence, upon their Lives, and every one behaves himſelf in his 
Eſtate, Condition and Office, as Virtue and the publick Laws 
oblige. him; then, and not till then, they will be a truly happy 
People. For then they may expect the Favour and Protection 
of their Governors; then every one will be ſafe under his own 
22 ; | Vine, 
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He 1 


Vine, and under his own Fig-tree, as the Scripture expreſſes it; 


* 


or, in other Words, every one will enjoy his own Rights with- 
out being diſturb'd in the Poſſeſſion of them; then Arts, 


- Induſtry, and publick Services will be encouraged, and Inge- 


nuity will be excited to ſuch Inventions as will tend very 
wo to the common Benefit of Society in general, and to 
every private Man's Advantage in particular; ſo that all pub- 
lick Affairs will be carry'd on with one Heart, and with one 
Mind, and the common Buſineſs of Life will be forwarded 
by the Endeavours of every one to promote the publick 
Good, and conſequently to advance the Happineſs of every 
individual Member of the Community. We ſhall then be 
as a City that is at Unity in it felf, upon which no ſucceſsful 
Breach or Entrance can be made; eſpecially if we conſider 
that the divine Goodneſs is the Defence of ſuch a People, and 
will never ſuffer them to be evilly treated by their Adverſaries. 
Thar Virtue is likewiſe moſt advantageous, with reſpe& to 
other Nations, is very obvious and apparent. hen a Na- 
tion is ſtrict and punctual in obſerving their Leagues and 
Treaties with their Confederates; when they faithfully main- 
tain the Laws of Traffick and Commerce; when they ſend 
Aids to thoſe that are unjuſtly oppreſs'd, and take no Advan- 


tage of their Weakneſs and Calamities ; when they exerciſe | 


Juſtice as well towards Foreigners as to home-born Subjects ; 


then they riſe in Love, Eſteem and Reputation with diſtant 
Countries; and however diſtruſtful of them before, they will 


then court their Correſpondence and Confederacy, will fur- 
niſh them with ſuch uſeful Productions as their own Countrey 


does not afford, and aſſiſt them with Succours in their Straits 


and Preſſures, if any ſuch by Accident ſhould befal them. 
From what has been ſaid, I think it naturally follows, that 
Virtue alone is the moſt ſecure Foundation of the Happineſs 


and Proſperity of any Nation; and this I might make ſtill 


more evident, by ſhewing that Vice has a natural Tendency 
to ruin a King and People; but to purſue this particularly, 
cannot be allow'd me, within the Bounds to which I am con- 


fin'd at preſent, I will now only obſerve in general, that 
| 3 Virtue 
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Virtue will always carry ſome Reward along with it, and that 
Vice will be as infallibly attended with Unhappinefs. What 
I now ſay, I ſpeak with regard to our Condition and Situa- 
tion in this World. What Rewards or Puniſhments may 

ſurely be expected in a future State of Things, are only to 
be learn'd from the Revelation of God deliver'd to us in the 
Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt, that ineſtimable Gift now treated, as 
its Author in former times, with the utmoſt Scorn and Indig- 
nity. And a farther Obſervation I cannot forbear to make, 
becauſe the Iniquity of a certain Set of Men force it upon 
me: That whatever Perſons endeavour to withdraw their 
Obedience from God, and his Son the Meſſias, will, when 
once Fear of temporal Puniſhment is either quite remov'd, or 
appears at a great Diſtance, very ſoon renounce their Alle- 
giance to His Majeſty, and to thoſe who are in Authority 
under him. The Rule is this, That if Men will throw off 
Obedience to the Higheſt, it will not be long before they rebel 


againſt his Vicegerents. 


Secondly, J am to ſkew, That a ſingle Vice or Tranſgreſſion 
once committed, is never the Cauſe of a Peoples Ruin. That 
great Inconveniencies may enſue upon the Commiſſion of 
a ſingle Crime, and that greater Inconveniencies may attend 
| ſome ſingle Tranſgreſſions than others, is a Matter beyond all 
manner of Diſpute; yet I think it never happens that one 
Sin, unperſiſted in, —_— the Ruin of a whole Nation. 

One fingle Tranſgreſſion may be attended with very bad 
Effects; but I believe it cannot be ſhewn that it was ever 
ſolely and wholly deſtructive of a People. It is meſt certain 
that there are — Sins of a high and heinous Nature, 
ſuch as Blaſphemy againſt God, the Sin againſt the Holy 
Ghoſt, the Prevarication of Ananias and Saphira, the Cruci- 
fixion of our Saviour, the Tranſaction of this Day, and fo 
on. To theſe, I ſay, they are not fingle, but complicated 
Iniquities ; they never come alone, but walk in Proceſſion, 
and are attended with Crouds of other Tranſgreffions ; and 
none, excepting mad Men, can. be guilty of them, unleſs 


they 


Houſe of Loxps, Jan. 30. 11 


they have added Iniquity unto Iniquity, and harden'd their 
Hearts beyond all the ordinary Means and Methods of Re- 
pentance. I think there is a manifeſt Diſtinction between 
thoſe Vices, which may not unfitly be call'd natural, and 
thoſe which with equal Propriety may be term'd unnatural, 
as there is likewiſe between thoſe which are interior and thoſe 
which are exterior Iniquities: The former carry their own 
natural Puniſhments along with them, as neceſſarily as Water 
runs downwards; the latter, nakedly and abſtractedly con- 
fider'd, as diveſted of all Concurrence and Conjunction with 
other Enormities, are left to the juſtice and Judgment of 


God, and of thoſe who bear any Rule or Authority under 


him. Of the firſt Kind are uttering Expreſſions, or main- 
taining Notions notoriouſly blaſphemous againſt the Supreme, 
his Son, and his holy Spirit, and the Methods which have 
been moſt graciouſly devis'd by them, to promote and advance 
the Salvation of Men; as are likewiſe thoſe outward Acts of 
Violence in crucifying the Lord of Glory, and putting an 
end to the Life of a moſt gracious Prince. Of the other 
Sort are the Luſts and Paſſions of Mankind, which naturally 
wear away the Conſtitution, and gradually diminiſh the Well- 
being of every individual Perſon, who is guilty of them; 
as Luſt, Intemperance, Pride, Ambition, and the like evil 
Habits and Inclinations. I ſay, in the natural Courſe of 
Things, no one Vice, ſingly and alone, can work out the 
Deſtruction of a Nation, unleſs by a boundleſs Stretch of 
Fancy, one may imagine that every particular Member of a 
Nation would lay violent Hands upon himſelf at the fame 
Time, and conſequently make an entire Extinction of the 
whole Community at once; which I think is next to Madneſs 
to ſuppoſe. And I cannot forbear to ſay, that the Extrava- 
gance of the 'Thought is very near akin to the Madneſs of the 
Fhing it ſelf. I cannot therefore think, that in the ordi- 
nary Conſequences of Things, one fingle Tranſgreſſion will 
undoubtedly draw along with it the Ruin of a whole Nation; 
and I hall continue to be of the ſame Opinion, till ſubſtan- 
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tial Evidences are brought againſt the Truth of this Obſerva- 
tion. As for thoſe exterminating Puniſhments, which, be- 
yond natural Means, are brought upon a Ruler and his Peo- 
ple by the divine Providence, I may dare to affirm, that they 
were never inflicted for one ſingle Tranſgreſſion. To think 
otherwiſe, would be to ſuppoſe that God neither knows, nor 
pities human Infirmities; a Suppoſition equally falſe and un- 
grateful. Known to him are all our Frailties, and all our 
Corruptions are naked and open to his View; our Darkneſs is 
no Darkneſs with him, and his Eyes pierce into the moſt ſecret 
Thoughts and Intentions of our Hearts. He knows that we 
are laps d into a State ſo degenerate, that we run with Pre- 
cipitancy into Vice, and move on with flow and ſullen Pace 
towards Virtue; and that the Eyes of our Underſtandings are 
ſo darken'd, that with Difficulty we judge aright at Things 
that are before us, and much more at thoſe Things which are 
above us. And as he knows, ſo he pities our Infirmities ; he 
has given us a Medicine to heal our Sickneſs, and a Light to 
lighten our Paths, even the Goſpel of his Son Jeſus Chriſt : 
He remembers that we are but Duſt, and therefore he is full 
of Compaſſion and Long-ſuffering towards us; he wills not 
the Death of a Sinner, bur rather that he ſhould turn from 
his Wickedneſs and live. So far is he from taking Ven- 
zeance for one Sin once committed, that he does not execute 
it upon a ſingle Man, unleſs in a Caſe of a complicated Na- 
ture. This will become more clear, when I have ſhewn, 


Thirdly, That 'tis the Repetition of the ſame, or ſeveral 
Sins, and a Continuance and Obſtinacy in them, that cauſes 
the Ruin of a People. For F you ſtill do wickedly, as the 
Text ſays, ye ſhall be conſumed, both ye and your King. God 
doesnot immediately cutoff any Nation, but allows them Time, 
and affords them Opportunity for Repentance ; and if they 
neglect his Long-ſuffering, he ſtill with-holds his Anger, and 
never ſuffers his whole Diſpleaſure to ariſe, till they have fill'd 
up the Meaſure of their Iniquities, and are become ripe for 
Deftruction, : | | 

This 


ot Houſe of Loxps, Jan. 30. I Þ - 


This will appear more fully, if we conſider two or three 
Inſtances of God's 'Vengeance upon a People obſtinately 
rebellious and diſobedient. When God deſtroy'd Sodom and 
Gomorrah, it is ſaid that their Sins were-very grievous, and 
their Cry was very great; 1. e. their Iniquities were ſo very 
heinous, that they cry'd aloud for divine Wrath, and his Ju- 
ſtice would have been call'd in Queſtion, if he had not fig- 
naliz'd it in the Overthrow and Deſtruction of ſuch ungodly 
Wretches. But before God did this, in order to magnify his 
Mercy, and vindicate his Juſtice at the ſame time, he re- 
veals to Abraham his Intention of deſtroying thoſe Cities ; 
and by this Procedure, gave righteous Abraham an Occafion 


of interceeding for them. Accordingly Abrabam intreated God 


ſeveral times for their Preſervation, upon a Suppoſition that 
there were ſuch or ſuch a Number of righteous Perſons to be 
found amongſt em, till at laſt he came to ten, a very ſmall 
Number, we all know, in Places ſo populous. And God told him 
he wou'd not deſtroy it for ten's Sake: But ſo many, it ſeems, 
could not be found in both Cities. Tis highly probable there- 
fore that Lot, and ſome of his Family, were the only righ- 
teous Perſons there, and that all beſides were wholly over- 
run with Vice, and overwhelm'd with Impiety. From 
hence it appears that their Tranſgreſſions were compleat, 


and that it was full Time to lay the Axe to the Root of the 


Tree, to cut off ſo ungodly a People from among the Chil- 
dren of Men. The next Inſtance I ſhall mention is the 
Deſtruction of the Canaanites by the Iſraelites, by a poſitive 
Command from God. After the Canaanites had the Benefit 
of frequent Converſation with ſeveral of the ancient Patri- 


archs, and had ſeen in their own Land the ſignal Judgments. 


of the Almighty upon Sodom and Gomorrah, they ſtill went 
on in their vile and idolatrous Courſes, walk'd on in Wicked- 
neſs, and were obſtinate and inflexible in Impiety, above the 


neighbouring Nations round about them, and therefore God. 


givesa peremptory Command not to enter into any Leagues with 
them, but to make an utter Deſtruction of that untoward 
Generation. And to increaſe their Diligence in this Af- 


* 


falr, 


14 A SERMON Preach d before the 


fair, he tells them in Exodus xxiii. 33. Numb. xxiii co. | 
Deut. vii. 16. and Joſhua xxiii. 13. that if they let any of 
'em remain, they would be Pricks in their Eyes, and Thorns 
in their Sides, and would vex them in the Land wherein 
they were to dwell ; that they would enſnare and entrap 
them into Sin, until they ſhould periſh from the good Land 
which the Lord God had given them. Fo 
That what was thus predicted, actually came to paſs, the 
next Inſtance I ſhall mention will infallibly prove, and that 
is the Captivity of God's own peculiar People by Nebuchadnez- 
zar King of Babylon. Amongſt their ſeveral Diſtreſſes and 
Calamities, this was one of the greateſt; and it was their 
Perverſeneſs and Obſtinacy in Sin, to which they were wrought 
up by Gentile Practice and Perſuaſion, that brought them into 
this forelorn and deplorable State. They had corrupted the 
Seat of Judgment, and delighted in Iniquity; they were given 
up to Perjury and Whoredom, to Pride and Vanity ; they be- 
came Idolatrous, and worſhipped vain Gods; they were cor- 
rupted both in their civil and ecclefiaſtical Capacity, and in 
ſhort there was none that did good, no not one. And not- 
withſtanding this univerſal Corruption of Manners, andApoſtacy 
from Religion, God did not immediately deſtroy them, but 
out of his great Compaſſion offers them Pardon upon Repen- 
tance; as we may learn from the Prophet Feremab* : Thus 
ſaith the Lord, Execute ye judgment and righteouſneſs, and deliver 
the ſpoil d out of the hand of the oppreſſor ; and do no wrong, do 
no violence to the ſlranger, the fatherleſs, nor the widow, neither 
ſhed innocent blood in this place: For if ye do this indeed, then 
ſhall there enter in by the gates of this houſe, Kings fitting ufon 
the throne of David, riding in chariots and on horſes, he and his 
ſervants and his people: But if ye will not hear theſe words, I 
; fewear by my ſelf, ſaith the Lord, that this houſe ſhall become a 
' | deſolation. One would have thought, that the Offer of Mercy, 
| and the Fear of Judgment, would have mov'd them to have 
forſaken their evil ways: But they did not; and we may ſay in 


Y Chap. i. 3, 1. 5. 


the 


Houſe of Lords, Jan. 30. 15 
the Words of the fame Prophet: + Thou haſt ftricken them, 
but they have not grieved ; thou haſt conſumed them, but they have 
refuſed to receive correction: they have made their faces harder 
than a rock, and have refuſed to return : || Shall 1 not viſit for 
theſe things? ſaith the Lord: and ſhall not my foul be avenged on 
fuch a nation as this? Yes, God did viſit for theſe things, and 

ave evident Demonſtrations of his vindictive Juſtice. He ab- 
Porr d his own Inheritance, and therefore brought upon them the 
Kingoftbe Chaldees, who flew their young men with the ſword, in the 
houſe of their ſanfuary, and had no compaſſion upon young man er 
maiden, old man, or him that ſtooped for age ; he gave them all 
into his hand. And all the veſſels of the houſe of God, great and 
fmall, and the treaſures of the houſe of the Lord, and the trea- 
fares of the king, and of bis princes : all theſe he brought to Bal y- 
lon. And they burnt the houſe of God, and brake down the wall 
of Feruſalem, and burnt all the palaces thereof with fire, and 
deſtroy d all the goodly veſſels thereof. And them that had eſcaped 
from the fword, he carry d away to Babylon: where they were ſer- 

wants to him and bis fons, until the reign of the kingdom of Per- 
fra All which Inſtances are a manife Bene that 
God never deſtroys a whole Nation, but for the Repetition of 


the ſame or ſeveral Sins, and for a Continuance and Obſtinacy 
in them. EIN | | 
Fourthly, 1 come now to ſay ſomewhat on the preſent 


Solemnity. | | | | 
Seeing then that God never permits a virtuous Prince and 


People to fall under diſaſtrous Calamities, or to fink into 


Deſtruction ; it plainly follows from hence, that the reigning 
Sins of the Nation were the Occaſion of the moſt barbarous 
Murder committed as on this Day. I would call ic more than 
Murder, if I could meet with any word to expreſs the Horrid- 
neſs, as well as Heinovineſs of this abominable Crime; but it is 
beyond the Power of Language to unfold ſuch a Complication 


+ Chap. v. v.3. j Perſe 9. 
1 2 Chron. xxxvi. verſe 17, 18, 19, 20. 
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of Villany: The more a Man endeavours to comprehend. it, 
the more are his Thoughts bewilder'd and perplex'd, and all 
his Attempts to ſift this Matter, end in Aſtoniſhment, that a 
ſett of Men could poſſibly be found, to contrive and execute 
a Defign ſo execrable. Not only all Grace, but likewiſe all 
Humanity muſt have been wholly laid aſide in ſuch a Caſe. 
From the baſe and unworthy Uſage this glorious Martyr met 
with from his own Subjects, one would be apt to conclude 
that he was as great a Monſter of Tyranny as Nero or 
Caligula, that he had made Sport with the Lives and 
Misfortunes of his People, that he had been of a violent 
and oppreſſive Temper, that he harbour'd Inclinations, and 
had form'd Deſigns to extirpate the whole Nation at one 
Blow. So far from this, was the known and eſtabliſh'd 
Character of this ſuffering and injur'd Prince, this paci- 
fick Prince, that it was entirely the reverſe of it. He was 
one of uncommon Meekneſs and Benignity, a Lover of 
Mankind, fond of his own People, indulgent to all, found 
in Religion, exemplary in Life, and, which ſhews his Inno- 
cence the moſt, undaunted at the Approach of Death. In 
ſhort, he had all thoſe good Qualities which can make a 
Prince amiable, and 2B, a him the Darling of his Coun- 
try. The greater then muſt be the Savageneſs and Brutality 
of thoſe who brought him to an untimely End, an End as 
3gnominious as it was unexampled. 

Methinks I ſee this God-like Man brought before a 
mock Court of Juſtice, -and there treated with the utmoſt 
Rudeneſs and Indignity. After a ſham Tryal, I imagine T 
hear the curſed Sentence pronounc'd with horrid and hi- 
deous Voice, by one of the moſt harden'd Wretches 
that ever breath'd, whoſe Name will be infamous through- 


out all Poſterity f. 


| evermore... Methif S that gra- 
cious Sovereign een e upon the Scaffold, and 
behold him butcher'd, and his ſacred Blood ſpilt by a 
Miſcreant in a Vizor, which he put on not out of Shame, 
but out of Fear; becauſe one mult certainly be paſt all Shame, 


before he can work himſelf up to have ſo much as an Incli- 
5 nation 
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nation to ſuch a Deed, and much more ſo muſt he be, when 
he actually puts it in execution. I ſay, he hid his Face, not 
for Shame, but for Fear; for though he had the Wickedneſs 
to commit the Fact, yet he had not the Courage to let the 
World ſee who he was. We need not at all be ſurpriz'd at 
this; ſince it is an Obſervation as true as it is antient , 
Thar of all Men Cowards are commonly the moſt Bloody and 
Barbarous, when it falls within their Power to do Miſchief. 
But to return from this Digreſſion, which I made to give my 
ſelf ſome ſhort Relief from the Agony I was under, at a Sight 
ſo ſhocking and monſtrous. ' I ſay, when ſuch Scenes of 
+ Horror are preſented to my View, and the Tragedy is 
acted, as it were, before me, it makes my Heart bleed 
within me, and my Eyes would guſh out with Water, 
but that an Exceſs of Grief ever prevents an Effuſion of 
Tears. To Murder an ordinary, and perhaps a uſeleſs Per- 
fon. in cool Blood, and with premeditated Deliberation, 
equally creates a Horror and Indignation in the Breaſt of 
every honeſt Man; but to Murder a Gracious, as well as 
an Innocent King, to Murder one of the beſt of Chriſti- 
ans, to Murder the Father of one's Country, and to pur 
a violent End to a Life ſo uſeful and exemplary, not only 
to this, but to all diſtant Nations; is what is beyond the 
higheſt Reſentment, and conſequently beyond all the bounds 
„„ © IH ot” nr <” E 
TI; appeal to the Honeſty and common Senſe of every 
generous Briton, whether the whole Proceedings in this 
Affair were not outrageouſly wicked? Whether the Con- 
trivers and Actors in it, do not appear as a ſett of Men 
profligate in their Generation, devoid of all good Principles, 
and metamorphos d into a parcel of wicked and malicious 
Spirits, inflamed with Pride, and overwhelm'd with Cruel- 
ty? Whether their Practices don't exceed Belief, were it 
not that a Cloud of Witneſſes give Confirmation to the 
Truth of them? And when they are believ d, Whether they 
can ever reflect upon them, without uncommon Amazement, 
e C N and 
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and the utmoſt Abhorrenee? It is a Buſineſs ſo pecularty 
eircumſtantiated, that I take it to be Labour in vain to 


look out for it's Parallel. 


What Tully ſays of King Deiotarus, when under Judg- 


ment before Cejar, comes in no degree of Competition 
with\ it. Deioturus was made King of Gallograria by the 
Roman Senate, and in that remarkable Civil War, he "fided 
with Pompey in Oppoſition to Cz/er. However, out of 
great Generofity, this magnanimous Conqueror was after- 
wards reconciled to him. In Times immediately facceed- 
ing, Accuſations were preferr'd' againſt Driorarus, for lis 
Treachery and evil Defigns againſt Cafer's Life and Go- 


vernment, for which he was ſummon'd to a Tryal before 


Cæſar, who had then in Effect the whole Avrhority of 
Rome in his own Hands. This is the Sum and Subſtance 


— 


of that Caſe, which T believe will appear to every com- 


mon Reader, to be widely different from that of the Hleſſed 
Martyr of this Day, who came to the Throne of thefe 
Kingdoms by the Laws: of his Country, and by Right of 
Inheritance derivd down to him from a numerous Race 


of Progemitors, Men of Renown, and famous in their ft. 


veral Generations: So that he was truly the Son of Nobles, 
which in. the Eſtimation of Scripture is a great Blefſi ng 
to any Nation, unleſs it is prevented by a Degener 
Life, and a Corruption of Manners. His greateſt ault 
was his toe eafy Condeſcenſton to the capricious Levities, 
and too ready * Compliance with the” urreaſonabfe De 
mands of thoſe who meam their- on private Intereſt ex- 
eluſive of the publick Good, and whom we may very firly 
compare to craving: Beggers, whoſe Appetites, inftead* of 


being appeas'd, are only enlarged by repeared and generous | 


Charities; 
Putting and comparing” theſe things together, the Arraign- 


ment, of Derotarus wilt ſoon be: diſcover'd” to ftand at a 


great Diſtance from that which is our prefent Stybject. 
n fo different, or rather fo 


indifferent, 


e of Lords, Jar. 30. 19 


indifferent compar d with ours, tells his Audience, 2 
it was a thing ſo unerampled, for a King to be arraignd 
fer capital Crimes, that this was the firſh Inſtance of 
that nature that ever was heard of. He ſpoke this not as 
an Orator, but as an Hiforion. He knew the Compaſs of 
Cz/ar's Learning too well, to imagine that he could impoſe 
upon him, eſpecially in a Caſe of this nature. He does 
not then here apply to his Paſſions, but appeals to his 
Knowledge, which is the Reaſon he ſpeaks of it ſo round- 
ly as before .mentioned. Neither his . wich Men 
of Letters at home and abroad, nor his great reading of 
Books of all kinds, could furniſh him with ſuch a Practice 
among Heathen Countries. But in this Chriſtian Nation, 
an this Reform d and Proteſtant Nation, a (Confederacy of 
Sanguinary and Rebellious Men ſet ſuch an Example of 
 +hus ſort, as made all the Ears of Europe to tingle at that 
Time. And whatever ſome People may imagine ( ſetting 
alide Religion) it threw a greater Blot upon our Honaur, 
Credit, Honeſty and Humanity, than ever fell upon us 
befare or ſince, and which 1. hope will never fall upon us 
in Times to come. 
| 2 retrieve therefore our Reputation with foreign Coun- 
hope this Day will ever remain in our Kalendar. 


= that ſome ſort of annual Commemoration of it ll / 


be cantinu'd thrayghout all Generations and Ages of 

World. Whenever we charge any other Nations with — - ® 
Barbarities, we muſt expect in return, to have this thrown 
in our Teeth; and if common Fame is not a Lyar, among 
Foreigners, 1 find, we fall often under the Appellation — 
Auuruerers and King-killers. To disburthen us therefore of 

this Load, it is a Duty incumbent upon us, to have a 
Day ſet apart to expreſs our Abhorrence of a Fact do enor- 
mous and indefenſible. However we may endeavour to 
excuſe ourſelves, by ſaying that it was owing to the Ini- 


The Words of Tally in his Oration fos Deiotarus are cheſe 7 ita n 
Regem capitis reum M, ut ante hoc tempus non. ſit auditum. 
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quity of a few diſcontented and perverſe Men, yet this 
will by Adverſaries be ever repreſented as a national Act; 
and the only way to ſtop all Reproaches of this kind, will 
be, as I before hinted, . an anniverſary Expreſſion of our 
Deteſtation of it. If we appear remiſs and careleſs in this, 
it will in all probability be conſtru'd as an Approbation 
of what has paſt, and an Inclination to tranſa& the fame 
over again, whenever a like Opportunity falls in- our way. 
In Oppoſition to this, I know very well, that ſome Peo- 
ple plead, that through the Mercies of God, and the Me- 
rits of Chriſt, this national Sin is long ago forgiven. I al- 
low that in general it may be very true; but as to Particu- 
lars, I can by no Means perſuade my ſelf to be of this 
Opinion. Whoever they are who approve the Proceedings 
of thoſe unhappy and unfortunate Times, and upon ſuch 
Approbation are inclinable to act the ſame Tragedy over 
again, I can by no Conſideration whatever conclude that 
they are altogether guiltleſs of that Crime. Whilſt ſome 
Men take all Opportunities to inveigh againſt the Obſer- 
vation of this Day, it is an eaſy, as well as a natural 
Suſpicion, that as their Fathers eat ſowre Grapes, ſo the 
Childrens Teeth are ſet on Edge; and that there is ſome 
of the old Leven ſtill fermenting among us. Why 
elſe are they ſo tender, when the Iniquity of this Day is 
not roughly handled, but only gently touch'd? Surely this 
muſt be a very ſore Place; which is a further Argument for 
the Continuance of this Solemnit y. | 
"But the bewailing the Sins of this Day, is not the only 
Reaſon of its Inſtitution. Several other Ends were to be 
ſervdby it; ſome.of which are theſe, --—To raiſe our Dete- 
ſtation of ſuch Practice for the future; to pray that no ſuch 
Root of Bitterneſs ſpring up in us again; to preach up 
Obedience to the Supreme Powers; and to admoniſh all 
Men, from, the higheſt to the loweſt, againſt Rebellion 
and Diſobedience; and theſe Inſtructions, though ſeaſona- 
ble at all Times, will yet have greater Influence, when in- 
culcated on fo ſolemn an Occaſion. x 
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It is further ſaid in Favour of the Abolition of this 
yearly Humiliation, that it is made a Day of Reproach 
and Railing againſt our Diſſenting Brethren. That this has 
been done, I cannot be ſo partial as to deny: But I muſt 
_ diſtinguiſh between Times. If ſome have done it in later 

Days, I muſt eſteem them to be Men of more Warmth 
than Diſcretion, and to abound with a Zeal repugnant to 
common Charity. The Crime of this Day is very heinous, 
and the Principles which lead People to it are diabolical, 
therefore Men ſhould not be lightly charg'd with them; 
theſe poiſonous Arrows are not to be ſhot at Random. Ac- 
cuſations of this Sort, when brought againſt a ſingle Perſon, 
and much more when alledg'd againſt a Body of People, oughr 
to be ſurely grounded; they ought to be ſupported by the moſt 


ſubſtantial Evidence ; and whatever they want of this, ſo far 


are they deſtitute of the true Spirit of Chriſtianity. Bur if 
ſome have done it in earlier Days, when they and their Fa- 
thers and Relations had felt the Smart of Injuries grievous 
and almoſt unexpreſſible; if Nature then recoil'd, or quick 
Reſentments did ariſe, whilſt they were ſtill under a Perſua- 
ſion that the ſame Sects of People retain'd the ſame Princi- 


ples with their Predeceſſors, I cant ſay that I entirely con- 


demn them. This is a Caſe which meets with Allowances 


from all ſorts of People of common Senſe and Underſtand- 


ing; and I believe every Man experiences in himſelf, how 
difficult a Matter it is to diſcard a Prejudice which took 
hold of us in our younger Days. I hope that ſuch Inve- 
ctives are moſtly at an end in theſe our Times, and I truſt. 


our difſenting Brethren will not entertain any groundleſs Suſ- 


picions, if on- this, and ſeveral other Occaſions, the Mini- 
ſters of the Church of England give that infamous Set of 
Men their proper Characters, and make juſt Repreſentations 
of the monſtrous Iniquities which too much abounded in 
the Times of the grand Rebellion. Surely they cannot bur 
think that this was a moſt abominable Crime; I mean the 
Murder of King Charles the Firſt, of ever bleſſed Memory. 


Nor can I forbear to hope, that inſtead of endeavouring to 
| blot. 
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blot this Day out of the Kalendar, they will in ſome ſhore 
Time jointly obſerve it with us; or will, at leaſt, in ſome 
way or other brand it with a peculiar Mark of Infamy, that 
it may be a Dy of Reproach, and a Matter of Abhorrence 
in all Ages of t e World. GEES 11 1 wt 71 TYRE 
To this I might add what preceded, and what follow'd 
this diſmal Tragedy; I might likewiſe add a Character of 
the great Uſurper, * who lorded it over this Land with 
a more abſolute Power than ever was exercis'd by any of 
its lawful Princes; but I am not now in a Diſpoſition to 
ſtir up ſo great a Stench, as muſt neceſſarily proceed from fo 
much Corruption. I might further ſubjoin the Particulars | 
of our preſent State, and draw a Compariſon between the 
bad Principles and Practices of this and the former Genera- 
tion, of which I have been hitherto ſpeaking ; but 1 am 
unwilling, exceedingly unwilling to make ſuch a Compari- 
| ſon, ſince this, and the Things juſt before-mention'd, would 
only increaſe the Melancholy of this Solemnity; for which 
there is no manner ef Occaſion, feeing that fafiarent to the 
Day 15,the Evil them win. 13 7 51 
I may now ſay to the People of this Land, O fortunate 
Nation, :fortunate in being deliver d from ſuch terrible Con- 
fuſions, fortunate in thy Reſtitution to thy former Conſtitu- 
tion in Church and State; fortunate in the Repoſſeſſion of 
thy Liberties and Properties: O happy, very happy would ſt 
thau be, if thou kneweſt how to ſet a juſt Value on thy 
own Bleflings, and the manifold Advantages thou enjoyeft 
beyond all other Nations under Heaven. Among innumera- 
ble others, thou haſt the Happineſs to be now under a Prince, 
whoſe Affection for his People, and Zeal for their Advan- 
tage, are as great as they are uncommon; a Prince of con- 
ſummate Wiſdom and Prudence; a Prince of indiſ- 
puted Courage, who is reſolute without Obſtinacy, 
and adventurous without Raſhneſs; and what is beyond 
all this, a Prince whoſe abſolute Dominion in another 


„des the Memoirs of Hollis, Fairfax and Ludlow. 
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Country is to Hie Sechs there perfect Freedom; and there- 
fore a Prince, whom we may ſecurely depend upon for 
Safety and Protection in all our Rights, of what Kind ſo- 
ever. And to compleat this Happineſs, if it needs Com- 
pletion, we have a moſt gracious Queen, who is as eminent 
for her great Accompliſhments of Mind, as ſhe is for her 
high Station in the World. What the Advantages of ſuch 
a Reign is, and what Calamities would attend us, if depriy'd 
of it, is a Subject to which I would do Juſtice, if my Head 
were as able as my Heart is willing; but I muſt drop it in 
Silence, and leave it to the Management of ſome noble 
and extenſive Genius. „ „ N 
Iwill put an end to this Diſcourſe with a ſhort Prayer; 
That all Deſigns form'd againſt their Majeſties may prove 
abortive, or at the utmoſt vaniſh in Diſappointment ; may the 
beſt Bleſſings of God deſcend upon them and their illuſtri- 
ous Progeny; may they and their Poſterity rule theſe Na- 
tions in Truth, Peace, Juſtice and Righteouſneſs, whilſt 
the World endureth; and after long and proſperous Reigns 
here, may they be crown'd with exceeding. Glory and Hap 
pineſs in a future State of Immortality; and let all the Peo- 
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Mayor, the Aldermen. and GScrnors of the ſeveral Ho: 


on Monday in 


2. Charge given by the Right Reverend F 11 in God, che 


ſpirals of the . oy of. London, at the Pariſh Church of St. Bridget, 
aſier Week, 1729. With ſome occaſional Remarks. 


By the Right Reverend F ather in God, Robert Eord Biſhop of 
Pelerborougb. 2 


Niverſal 8 A 'Sermian- del 1 the whe | | 


Lord Biſhop of Landaff, (now Lord Biſhop of Peterborough } 1 


at his Franz 'Viſication: of his Dioceſe of en, > in N 
4726. 2 | 


3. A Charge given 7 Right 8 Father i in od. 


Robert Lord Biſhop of Ne at he Primary V iſirarion, of 
his Dioceſe, in the Year 1730. | 


4. The, Story of the GN of « our firſt Bifhops in „Aeg 


Elizabeth's Reign, at the Nag's $-Head Tavern in Cheap J 85 Hig 
Va 122 0 


roughly examined; and proved to be a Late: inventeci 


— Self: contradicting, and Abſurd Fable? With a vie 6 
the Caſe between Horne and Bonner, and of the W ritings of 
Stapleton, Harding and Sanders. Whereby it is proved , That 


neither Bonner nor thoſe Writers ever heard of the 7. ern Ong 
tion, or called in Qpeſtion the « Conſecration of Parker, Fewel , 
Horne, &c. at the: Archbiſhop's“ Chapel at» Lambeth. In Anfwer 


to what is. pretended to the contrary by F. le Quien, in his two 


Treatiſes, Ann. 1725, and 1730, Of the Nullity of the Engliſh Or- 
dinations ; and by an Engliſh anonymous Writer of Remarks on 


5 


F. le Courayer's Diſſertation in Defence of their Validity. With 


Occaſional Reflections on the Author of, The Nullity of the Pre- 


latick Clergy and Church - of England. By Thomas Browne, B. D. 


formerly Fellow of St. John's College, Cambridge. 1731. 

5. A Perpetual Commentary on the Revelation of St. John; with; a 
Preliminary Diſcourſe 3 — Principles upon which the ſaid 
Revelation is to be underſtoods. Charles Daubuz, M. A. late 


Vicar of Brothertan in Yorkſhire. New Modell'd, Abridg'd,. and = 


render'd plain to the meaneſt Capacity. By Peter Lancaſter, A.M. 
_ Vicar of Bowden in Cheſhire, a ſome time Student of Chrift- e 


an BOYNE: 1730. 
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